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business in the hardier school of blue-water service in the years
gone, and were ready to second the new inspector in all efforts
to reach the highest condition of excellence at their stations.
Before sis months had elapsed every light-ship in the Vineyard
was a yacht in cleanliness of her decks, holds and engines, and
for the three years of the new inspector's service these conditions
never changed.

Brookline was chosen as the residence of the inspector for
the reason of its advantages in quick transit to and from the
office in Boston. Many warm friendships were formed during
the three years of residence there, and when the time came to
go to a new field of duty elsewhere, much regret was felt by
the inspector and his family. His oldest son, now a captain in
the army, was a pupil at the Boston Latin School; his daughter,
just in the loveliness of her girlhood, was educated carefully un-
der competent teachers, and his youngest son, now a young sur-
geon of some prominence in New York, learned his letters at the
public school at Coolidge's Corner, in Brookline. No thought of
the days of duty of that time would seem complete to-day if it
did not refer to this connection with Boston and the happy
friendships made there.

After assuming the duties of inspector, an inspection was
made of one of the important light-stations on the coast, which
revealed the fact that the principal keeper had neglected to keep
his station in the good order usual throughout the district. He
was informed that another inspection would be made, in about
a month, when better things would be expected, and at the same
time an intimation was conveyed that, if his station were not
improved, it might be necessary to refer the matter to the Light-
house Board at "Washington, but this, the inspector hoped, would
at the next inspection be unnecessary. Certain particulars were
pointed out where marked improvements could be made, and a
record of the station's condition over the inspector's signature
was made in the log-book required to be kept by regulations.

The inspection a month later disclosed the same neglect and
disregard of duty, and an issue was thus distinctly made. The
keeper was reminded that the matter would be referred to the
board, with a recommendation for his removal. After this sug-
gestion the keeper informed the inspector that he was not thel of training for naval men in the ways and methods ofand efficiency of her crew.nant Co. K...............1st Lieut. F. M. Mullany, TJ. S. M. C.
